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1 Church of England 
Man ſerious Thoughts 
upon the Bill againſt 
Dilſenting School-3 


S IX, 
indly thank you for the Ac- 
count you were pleasd to ſend 
mie ef the Bill now depending, 
= For preventing the Growth of 
Schiſm, and further ſecuring the 
WW Church of England, & by Law e- 
Jou know my hearty Affection 
to the Church of Exgland, and my 
cloſe Adherence to the Communr- 
1 - nn 
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. 
on of it, and therefore may eaſily 
imagine how well pleas'd I was | 
with the Title of the Bill, upon the 

| firſt Notice I had of tar. 

But now I ſee the Heads of the 
Bill, and have without Prejudice or 
Partiality thought them over, I 
8 muſt own, and cannot but tell 

you, as my Friend, that J am fad- 

ly diſappointed ; for as far as T am 

capable of judging: of the Tenden- 

cies . and Conſequences of Things, | 

it will have a quite contrary Et 

fect from what is propos'd in the 

E Title; and will be rather the Be- 
2 2 than the Securing of the 
Church f/ W W- W- 
And I have been confirm'd in 


E- this Opinion ſince I have been told, 


that when it was propos'd to thoſe il 


| that the Growth of Popery as well 
5 as Schiſin (and Popery without doubt 


is a Great Schiſm) might be guard- 
ed againſt, the Propoſal was reject- 
ech, and this Reaſon given, That 

N there 


TT N 
vt 


1 


y there is no Danger at all of Pope- 
1s ry. But why it ſhould be crimi- 


nal to whiſper our Fears of the Pre- 
tender's coming, when his Friends 
are ready to proclaim their Hopes of 


e | 

Ir it, I do not ſee; and cannot but 

I IMF be apprehenſive that this Bill, how- 

1 WW ever it may. be intended by many 

1- Well-wiſhers to our Church, that 

m appear zealous for it, for the Secu- 

1- WM 7:78 of the Church; yet if it go 

3, on, it will, by dividing us among 4 
& MW our ſelves, and ſetting us one a- 1 
1e Ngainſt another, weaken our Hands, 4 


And make us an eaſy Prey to the 
Common Enn mpye 
I heartily wiſh, that we of the 
Church might underſtand one ano- 
d, ther in this Matter, for it is of the i 
= laſt Importance to us. We agree 11 
in our End, the ſecuring of our 
Church; and this Bill, to thoſe who 
look only at what is preſent, may 
ſeem a plauſible Expedient for that 
purpoſe : But we ought to look be- 
fore us, and to conſider whether a 
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Time may not come, that we and 
our Diſſenting Brethren may have 
tlie ſame Need one of another, 
aid the fame Advantage by one a- 
nother's Aſſiſtances, that we had at 
the Revolution; that we had that 
very Day, vr. Novemb. 4. 1688. 


a Sermon before the Lord Mayor at 
Guild-hall Chappel, it being Lord's- 
Day, on theſe Words, Pray for the 


Peace of Jeruſalem, took fo much 


Pains to {hew, that it was the In- 


tereſt both of Church-men and Dif- 


ſenters to unite, ſince “ it was not 

« merely the Church of Ezglazd, | 
“ or any particular Se& of Prote- 
« ſtants, whoſe Ruin was aim'd at, 
“ but the whole Proteſtant Faith. 
And to facilitate this in that critical 
Juncture, he thus argues: Tho? 
* Schifm is indeed a damning Sin, 


yet there may be Diviſions where 


& there is not always the Guilt and 
« Formality of Schiſm ;'and we hope 


« this is the Cale of all Good Men, 
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« who ſeparate from the Church 
« through ſome invincible Prejudi- 


1 4 ces and Prepoſſeſſions. See the 


Sermon; tis the firſt in a Volume 
of his Sermons printed 1700. Now, 
if it is poſſible that our Church may 
be. Rraiten'd again, as it was then, 
why ſhould we again ſhew our 


ſelves ſo ſhort-ſighted, as not to ſay 


the ſame thing before-hand, which 
we {ball be obliged to ſay in our Ex- 
tremity? I think no true Friends 


to our Church, who will admit this 


Conſideration, can be for promoting 


ths Hal. | 


It will certainly be of Service to 


us in /ooking forward, ſometimes to 
| look back; and we need not look far 


back for Evidences, that ſuch Me- 


8 thods as this Bill cakes, and it is 
feared doth but begin with, have 
| been very dangirons Experiments to 


our Church, The Severities us'd a- 
gainſt che Puritans in King Charles 


. the 1s Time, ended in the Rebel - 
lion of 41, which had been: the final 


Ruin 


n e — — — 


. RE 


Ruin of our Church, if a Miracle 

of Divine Mercy had not retriev'd 
it in the Reſtoration of the Royal 
Family, which we ſtill celebrate 
with Joy, the Day of the Date of 


theſe Lines. m7 23 34. 3 
Yet the next Generation would 


not take warning, bur renew'd the 
ſame Severities againſt the Noncon- 
formiſts in King Charles the 24's 


Time: And what was the. Iſſue? 


Was not our Church thereby brought 


to the very Brink of Ruin, by King 


James the 24? And totally ruin'd it 


had been, if by another Miracle of 
Mercy in the Revolution, it had not 


been ſoatch'd as a Brand out of the 
Busning 


But if a third time we be guilty of 


the ſame Argecun, the ſame. Fooliſh= 


neſs or Inconſideration (as I remem- 
ber Biſhop Patrzck, in a Sermon be- 


fore the Houſe of Lords, ſoon after' 
the Revolution, call'd the Church 


of England's perſecuting the Diſſen- 
ters, reſerring to Mark 7. 22.) may. 


we 


th 


il 


01 


8 


8 0 9 5 
not fear it will pay for all; and 
hae if we again break God's Com- 
nandments, he will be angry with us 
ill he has conſum d us. 
Andas the Severities of our Church 
owards Diſſenters in the two Reigns 
mention'd, did ſo manifeſtly endan- 
ger our Church; ſo it is plain on the 
other hand, that the Lenity of our 
hurch towards em in the laſt Reign 
and this, hath been not only its Glory 
and Comfort, but its Secarity. And 
therefore I hope all that wiſh well 
o our Church and its happy Conſti- 
ution, will think it ſufficient for its 
Security, to continue the ſame Lenity, 
ince it is a Method which has a Pro- 
batum eſt ſo plainly annex'd to it. 
The Throne is eſtabliſhed by Mercy. 
Peragit tranquilla nn Ms vio- 
enta nequit. 
As to this Bill, I concern not my 
ſelf to plead for the Diſſenters, let 
hem plead for themſelves ; yet I 
cannot but remember, that they are 
our 2 — and our IT 
25 49. 
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1 85 (10) 
Subjects, and that they were very 
honourably call'd ſo in an Addreſs of 

«the laſt Houſe of Commons, that 
met in November, 1710. which Ad. 
dreſs was brought in by that wor- 
thy Gentleman, Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
that now - adorns the Chair; and 
their giving them that Character, Ia 
remember, was the giving of a'Rea- to 
ſon for the ſolemn Declaration they et 
then made, that they would main-· ¶ bc 
tain their Liberty,  _ to 
And for the ſame Reaſon, tho? I Ju 
can do nothing to prevent the Hard- C 
- ſhips, which this Bill, if it paſs into 
a Law, will inevitably bring upon ll thy 


them; yet as a Man and a Chrifti- Cc 
an I cannot but pity them, and pray if ha 
for them, and ſympathize with M. 
them; as I doubt not but thou - mz 
lands of the moſt pious and ſe. ] he: 
rious of the Members of the Church un 
of England will, who are taught to Te 
weep with them that weed. the 


And I ſhall think them the more 


entitled to a National Compaſſion, ¶ the 
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and doubt not but they will have- | 


it, from all that have a truly Eng- 


liſ Spirit, becauſe they have now, 
during twenty ſix Years Trial of 


Indulgence to them, approv'd them- 


ſelves faithful Friends both to the 


overnment and to the Nation, 
and no dangerous Enemies at all 
to the Church; but have been qui- 


et, and peaceable, and very neigh- 
bourly: I am ſure I have Reaſon 
to ſay ſo, and ſhould not do them 


Juſtice, if I did not give them that 
Character... | | 


I confeſs I value my ſelf upon 


the Tenderneſs I have for tender 
Conſciences, and would no more 
have others impos'd upon in the 
Matters of their God, than I would 
my ſelf be impos'd upon; and am 
heartily concern'd for thoſe that are. 
under Temptation (as ſtrong a 


Temptation as being depriv'd of 
their neceſſary Food amounts to) 


to act contrary to the Dictates of 


their Conſciences, and conſequently 


1 with 
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with Reluctancy and Terror, and 


cannot think the Acceſſion of ſuch 
to the Church will be any Advan- 


tage to it; nor do I think, if all the 
Diſſenting School-maſters in Exg- 
land ſhould conform, it would add 


ſo much as one firm Stone to the 


Bulwarks of our Church. We 


may have their Bodies, but what 

the nearer, if we have not their 

Hearts ? eee RIES e De 
But I have reaſon to think the 


Greater Part of them will not con- 
form, and conſequently will be 


forc'd to give up their Schools. I 


have ſome Knowledge of divers 


Parts of this Kingdom, and my 


Heart bleeds to think how many 


honeſt, ſober, quiet, well-meaning 
People, and ſome of them ſuch as 


have numerous Families, that get 


a poor Livelihood by teaching 
School, muſt be ruin'd, and re- 
duc'd to extreme Want, if this 


Bill procced. 


And 


a—__l wt fv tk am n -m; ed a; 
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F ⁰!ͥ ) : 
nd: And thoſe ſuch as are not only 
inoſſenſive, and of whom we may 
ſay, Why ? what Evil have they done? 
but very «ſefu! to their Neighbours, 
tho? in a low and narrow Sphere: 
For tho? they do not conform to 
our Church themſelves, yet they 
teach the Church Catechiſm, and 
bring up the Children of thoſe 
who are Members of our Church, 
very carefully and well; and ne- 
the ver teach them any thing that in 
IN- the leaſt tends to draw them from 
be the Church, or prejudice them a- 
21 JJ OT. 
ers And how many worthy Members 
my of our Church do I know, wha 
ny ſend their Children to ſuch Maſters 
ing Has theſe, both for Reading and for 
Grammar-Learning, that will not 
know what to do with them, if 
theſe Maſters be driven away or 
ſuppreſs'd; ſince it will be hard to 
find out ſuch as either will ſuc- 
ceed them at all, few that conform 
being content to take up vin 
Tg ” + ma 
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ſmall Encouragement as many of 
them have had; or if they do, 
will take ſuch care of their Chil- 
dren, and ſuch Pains with them, 
and ſet them ſuch a good Example 
of that which is virtuous and praiſe- 
worthy, as they have done. . And 


the Comfort and Satisfaction of ſuch. 


as theſe, that are Members of our 
Church, and take effectual Care, 


notwithſtanding this, to make their 
Children ſuch, ought to be re- 


garded. 


I have a Concern for the Chil- 


dren too, who will be loath to 
change their Teachers, that have 


been long accuſtom'd to the Buſi- 


neſs, and have got the Art of ma- 
naging Youth, and that love them, 
and that they have profited under, 
for ſuch as are raw and unexpe- 


rienc'd, and altogether unacquainted 


with the Method of Teaching, and 
perhaps will neglect them, or tyran- 
nize over them. And who. knows 
how far the Children of Diſſenters 

| | may 
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1 (15) 
may lie under the conſtant Marks 
'of the Diſpleaſure of ſuch Maſters, 
as by this Bill will have the Mo- 
nopoly of Teaching, and will know, 


that let them treat their Scholars 


never ſo hardly, the Parents will 
then have no other but ſuch as 


themſelves to ſend them to: And 


we ſhall be thought ſevere indeed, 
if our Severities, which ſome call 
wholeſom, begin thus with the Age 
of Innocency it fel 5 
But let that be as it will, no 
body can deny, but that if this 
Bill take place, eſpecially as we 
may eaſily foreſee it will be exe- 
cuted againſt the Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers, a terrible Perſecution will enſue 
in all Parts of this Kingdom ; and 
a Perſecution of a fort of People that, 
in my opinion, of all that ſeparate 
from our Church, are both leaft ob- 
noxious to its Reſentments, and leaſt 
dangerous, nay and moſt ſervice- 
able to its Intereſts; I mean the 
Diſſenting Teachers of Reading- 
ts on, © * on 
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Schools and Grammar-Schools ; * 
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on the behalf of their Academies 1 


have not ſo much to ſay. 


Now nothing can grieve my Soul 
more, than that a Church whoſe 
Articles of Faith are ſo pure and 


ſound, whoſe ſacred Offices are ſo 


devout and well order'd, and the 
Government and Conſtitution. of 
which is ſo regular, as to give a- 
bundant Satisfaction to all the Mem- 
bers of it, ſhould have its Beauty 
ſtain'd, and its Strength weaken' d, 
and the Prejudices. of its Adverſa- 
ries againſt it confirm*d,by the Want 


of that, which if it be, as certainly 
it is, eſſential to a Chriſtian, is no 


leſs ſo to a Church, and that is 
Charity. Ds 

| no when [I n en how 3 
Danger the New Teſtament tells 
us there is in offending weak Chri- 
ſtians, in doing that wilfully, which 
will be an Occaſion to them of Guilt 
or Grief, or both, as this will cer- 


_y do; ; Guilt if they conform 


— 


eln . 3 . w 4 ac. 
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Cry 


againſt their Conſciences, and Grief, 


| Communities may be found guil- 
ty of this Crime; I tremble for 
fear leſt ſuch a Method as this, 


that diſſent from it, ſhould, ac- 


Neck, and link! „ 
And when I conſider what will 


to ſet on foot in the Kingdom, accord 
ing as one may reaſonably con- 
jecture, both as to thoſe that will 


paſſive in ſuch Proſecutions ; ; It ap- 


that the Tendency o 
good to our Church. 


to {ce this Law put in Execution, 
Fe mean the Eecleliaſticks and Aca- 


whether they do or not; and His: 
not only particular Perſons but 


taken by our Church with thoſe 


cording to the Doom annex d to 
this Crime, hang a Milſtone about its 


be the natural Conſequences of the 
Proſecutions, which this Bill defigns 


be active, and thoſe that will be 


pears more and more Ro to me, 
It is not 


And Hrſt, As to thoſe hat we 
may ſuppoſe will be moſt forward 


C demicks, 


<0 


__ ' 
1 
[2 * 


demicks, Miniſters and School-ma- 
ſters, and thoſe that are intruſted 
with the Government of the Church; 
can we think it will have any good 


make them any more a Strength 


It is certain nothing can contri- 
bute more to the Glory of our 


Love and Peaceableneſs, that re- 


by the Wiſdom that is from above 
which is fir# pure, then peaceable 
gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, ful 


| Partiality, and without Hypocriſy ; 
> and 
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Influence upon their Spirits, and 


and Security to the Church of Eng- 
land, than now they are? 


Church, nor to its Stability, than 
the Chriſtian Virtues of its Teach- 
ers: Tis their Humility and Meek- 
neſs, their Self. denial and Charity, 
their Patience and Gentleneſs, their 


commends them to the Favour both 
of God and Man, and conſequent- 


«= 


ly fortifies the Church, and builds 


2 


it upon a Rock. Ours is a Chri- 


ſtian Church, and muſt be ſecur'd 


he N fi 


of Mercy and good Fruits, withoat 


. fy = i, a 


and not an Auer en dre 
which cannot be ſecur'd but 
the Wiſdom that is from beneath, 
which is earthly, ſenſual and devilifh, 
Ours is an Apoſtolical Church, and 
the Weapons of our Warfare are like. 
thoſe- of the Apoſtles, not carpal, 
but ſpiritual. Now I do not Nee 
that the giving of our Clergy both 
the Power and the Temptation to 
teaze their poor Neighbours, o_— 
either evidence or increaſe theſe 
Chriſtian - Virtues in them; which 
tho (Thanks be to God) many of our 
Miniſters do greatly excel in, and 
are the Ornaments Lf our Church, 
yet there are ſome I fear are de- 
fective in, and not able to paſs t this 
Trial of them. 

And there is Abo der Miſchief, 
which 1 fear would be the Con- 
ſequenee of it to our Church, that 
if all manner of Literature be con- 
fin'd to our Clergy, and fuch as de- 
pend on them, they will not take 
that Care to Wo and improve 
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while others that were not of their 
Body were. permitted honeſtly. to 


provoke them to a laudable and 


aleful Emulation, ͥͤ 
I remember Monſ. Colebert (I 
think it was he, but I have not 
the Book by me) in ſome Remarks 
| _ the Reign of the preſent King 
o 


France, directed to the King him- 


ſelf, takes the Freedom among o- 
ther things to tell his Majeſty to 
this purpoſe; That he thought it 
was upon this account an impoli- 
tick thing totally to extirpate the 
Hugonots in France, That while they 
were tolerated, his Clergy were o- 
blig' d to improve themſelves in 
Learning, to be induſtrious in the 


Duties of their Function, and ſtrict 


in their Morals, for that was the 


molt effectual way to keep the 


Hugonots from getting ground on 
them: And that he feared now 
they were ſuppreſs'd and rooted 
out, his Clergy would by degrees 

g | dege- 
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-deizenerate, and Gol into I; geen 2&4 
Lazineſs and Scandal, to the n 
Reproach and -Derriment of he IM" 
Gallican Church. by.” 


And then tſrcondl ) 4 Bs whoſe 


that will be Sufferers by this Bill, 
it is eaſy to foreſee, that putting 
this Force upon them, and that in 


ſo tender a Part, as the Education 


of their Children, as well as the 
impoveriſhing and ruining of many 
good orderly People among them, 


will not only alienate their Minds 
from our Church, but exaſperate 
them againſt it; ſome of them per. 

haps Will hereby be made Bigots 


in their Separation; and thoſe are 


the only Separatiſts our Church is 

in danger from; the moderate and 

peaceable ones will never hurt it. 
And this being a Matter where- 


in the riſing Generation among them 


is immediately concern'd, there is 
the more Danger of having their 
Minds leaven'd with Prejudices a- 


gainſt our — as a perſecuting 


C barch ; 
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| Tb con dar to us, chan juſt- 
ly to. be put under that #7 Name; 
nor will any Argument againſt us 
be more poplar, no nor more 
erful with all quiet good-humour'd 
People, than this 

. We have ſeen many chat have 
been bred up in Diſſenters Schools 
or Academies, that have afterwards 
become violent Church men, and 
have meditated the Ruin of the 
Diſſenters. And I am afraid, ſince 
Human. Nature is much the ſame 
in all, leſt in like manner thoſe who 
are thus forc'd into our 2 
ſhould afterwards not only urn 
their Back upon us, but mak#he: 
againſt us, and meditate the Ruin 
of our Church.  _ 

Lou have no alben, Sir, to at- 
tribute theſe melancholy 3 
ſions to a Fit of the Vapours; but 
I think, if you ſeriouſly. conſider 
rhem, you will owa that they are 
juſt and rational; and at leaſt ſulfi- 
cient 


ſecuring it; and to quicken thoſe 
who have it not in their Power to 
do more, yet to pray, that now God 
has in his merciful Providence 
ſheath'd the Sword of War abroad, 
that of Perſecution may not be 
drawn at home. I am, 


— 


0 


29. Your very humble Servant, 


Wo; 
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: 4n their | Power to prevent it, not to + 
it- W' weaken the Church under colour of 
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